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From The Former President

Our Serra members have
been involved in the mis-
sion of Serra:

Two of our seminarians
graduated from college -
Justin McCarty and
Mauro Sanchez. David
Esquliano has completed
pre-theology. Congratu-
lations were extended to
all three. David and
Mauro would not have
any family attending their
graduation thus three of
our Serra members, Bill
and JoEllen Trienen and
Terry O'Gorman made
the journey to Concep-
tion, Missouri, for the
celebration.

Past President, Cleo
Harder, and President,
Ed Wiltgen, attended the
Spring Training Confer-
ence at St. Gregory's

Ed Wiltgen, attended the
Spring Training Confer-
ence at St. Gregory's
Seminary in Nebraska.
The meeting was an op-
portunity to learn from
fellow Serrans of the
wide variety of programs
and activities that Serrans
are providing to support
vocations.

Ed Wiltgen and Marilyn
attended the installation
of the new Serra Club in
Norfolk. A new Club has
been established in
North Platte, Nebraska,
and now in Norfolk, Ne-
braska, we support them
with our prayers and re-
ceived "thank you" cards
from the Clubs for our
monetary gift.

On Catholic Radio KFHC
our message of Serra is
now broadcast through-
out the area. Don Ste-
vens made the arrange-
ments and at seven AM
we can hear Terry
O'Gorman invite mem-
bers to join Serra as he
explains the mission of

Cleo Harder

Serra.

We are very proud of
the Web site that Father
Brad has established
(www.
thingingofpriesthood) .
As Serrans our fund rais-
ing is helping to encour-
age vocations and helping
everyone to learn more
about praying for voca-
tions and those that are
studying.

"always go forward and
never go back" Fr Junipero

Serra

Cleo Harder

Serra’s 67th International Convention

27-30 August 2009
Omaha Nebraska U.S.A.

Register Now!
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Calendar of Events
® June |5th
Golf Outing @ Whis-
pering Creek Golf Club
e July 26th
Summer Gathering @
4409 Lost Meadows Rd.
e August Ist
Rosary / Mass /
Business Meeting
e August I3th
Picnic for priests and
seminarians @ Vianney
House
* August |4th
State of lowa Seminarian
Convocation @ Ramada
City Centre
e August 27th—30th
Serra’s 67th Int’l Con-
vention @ Omaha, NE
e September 5th
Rosary / Mass /
Business Meeting
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Father Brad’s Words of Wisdom

When in the company of
priests or religious men
and women, a safe and
sure conversation starter
is to ask them about
their time in the semi-
nary or novitiate. When
our Serra Club hosted its
appreciation luncheon for
the Sisters who work
across our Diocese on
April 25th, sitting at the
table with the Sisters, it
wasn't long before sto-
ries of their novitiate life
began to be shared.
Memories of scrubbing
floors, washing clothes,
and a whole regimen of
activities both practical
and spiritual which were
meant to instill discipline,
service, and a strong no-
tion of community in the
hearts of future sisters
were shared.

(Trust me, when priests
gather it's the exact same
thing.)

| mention this because
the Congregation for
Catholic Education in
Rome recently published
its final report on the
Apostolic Visitation of
American seminaries and
houses of priestly forma-
tion by its committee
members. The report is
addressed to the Bishops
and Major Superiors of
the United States, and
can be found on the
Clergy, Consecrated Life,
and Vocation page of the

USCCB website at:
http://www.usccb.org/
cclv/final_report.pdf.

Pope John Paul |l offered
a beautiful description of
seminary life in his 1992
Apostolic Exhortation on
the Formation of

Priests - Pastores

Dabo Vobis ("I Will Give
You Shepherds"). He
wrote: "The seminary
can be seen as a place
and a period in life. But
it is above all an educa-
tional community in pro-
gress: it is a community
established by the
Bishop to offer to those
called by the Lord to
serve as Apostles the
possibility of reliving the
experience of formation
that our Lord provided
for the Twelve. In fact,
the Gospels present a
prolonged and intimate
sharing of life with Jesus
as a necessary premise
for the apostolic minis-
try. Such an experience
demands of the Twelve
the practice of detach-
ment in a particularly
clear and specific fashion,
a detachment that in
some way is demanded
of all the disciples, a de-
tachment from their
roots, from their usual
work, from their nearest
and dearest... In its deep-
est identity the seminary
is called to be, in its own
way, a continuation in the

Church of the apostolic
community gathered
about Jesus..." (n. 60)

These words describe an
experience of formation
that extends well beyond
the seminary's organiza-
tional structure or aca-
demic curriculum.

So a periodic review and
critique of seminaries by
an outside team of ex-
perts is both proper and
beneficial. | happily note
that the recent

Vatican Visitation report
provides a generally very
positive conclusion.

There are still improve-
ments to be made, but
the Apostolic Visitors
found our seminaries to
be healthy and holy
places. The reports'
commendations include
the interest and support
of bishops in regard to
their seminaries, and the
dedication and hard work
of seminary faculty and
staffs. The report also
praises the quality of the
seminarians. The semi-
narians are described as
"generous, intelligent, full
of zeal, pious, and faithful
to prayer.” It notes the
empbhasis given to the
area of human formation,
and the increased atten-
tion given to the
"theology of celibacy as
lived for the Kingdom."
Finally, it also praises the

academic standards of
American seminaries.

Areas identified for im-
provement in some semi-
naries include a review
and strengthening of the
"Rule of Life" which
guides seminarians in
their development of ho-
liness and wholeness.
The report also ex-
pressed a concern that
formation for the priest-
hood not only be focused
on the

Monday through Friday
academic and formational
programs, but that semi-
narian formation is seen
as an endeavor that
doesn't slack off on
weekends or summer
vacation. It notes that
Mariology and Patristic
studies aren't always
given the adequate atten-
tion they deserve in
every curriculum, and
that the richness of
Catholic moral teaching
can be given better and
clearer treatment.

The report concludes:
"Let bishops, major supe-
riors and rectors, as well
as all who are involved in
running the nations'
seminaries and religious
houses of formation, take
comfort in the notable
improvements that have
taken place, and spare no
effort in ensuring that
(Continued on page 3)
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Father Brad’s Words of Wisdom

(Continuted from page 2)

those generous young
men who offer them-
selves today for the
priesthood - whether di-
ocesan or religious - re-
ceive a formation that is
equal to the generosity
they are showing."

My own experience of
the seminary was over-
whelmingly positive, de-
spite the imperfections of
the institutions | attended
and its individual mem-
bers. Yet, for as won-
derful as my seminary
experience was, no one
aspires to be a life-long

Blessed Junipero Serra

The USA Council of Serra
International

Junipero Serra was born
on November 24, 1713
in the Spanish village of
Petra on the Balearic Is-
land of Majorca. His par-
ents, both illiterate farm-
ers, instructed him in the
rudiments of faith and
enrolled him in the local
Franciscan school at age
seven. At age fifteen, he
entered the Franciscan
Order in Palma, the capi-
tal of Majorca. In addition

Serra Club of Siouxland Golf Outing

Plans for the | Ith Annual
Clergy Appreciation Golf
Outing and Dinner are
progressing as in the
past. Currently, 31
clergy have signed up to
play and another 10 will
be here for dinner only.
Laymen signups have just
recently picked up. It ap-
pears that if those who

to his formal studies, Ju-
nipero enjoyed reading
the lives of saints, wishing
to follow those "who had
labored for the conver-
sion of souls." He de-
cided to imitate them
even to the point of
"offering his life and shed-
ding his blood as they
had done."

However, Junipero was

hindered by poor health
and wrote: "l was almost
always ill and so small of
stature that | was unable

have always played, but
have yet to sign up do so
we'll have in excess of
100 golfers on June

I5th at Whispering
Creek, and we have
some new ones this year,
so we could have a re-
cord group.

Jim Golden tells me he is

seminarian; it is a tempo-
rary (yet important)
stage on the path to
priesthood. The goal of
the Vocations Office is to
help make our seminari-
ans years of formation be
the absolute best they
can be for the sake of the
Church we love and its

to reach the lectern, nor
could | help my fellow
novices in the necessary
chores of the novitiate."
Only after his solemn
profession into the or-
der, at age seventeen, did
his health and stature im-
prove. Whenever he re-
membered and spoke of
the joy that was his when
he made his profession,
he broke forth with
these words: "All good
things came to me with
wisdom." (Wisdom 7:11).

well on the way to
matching last year's total
of hole sponsors, the
course staff is primed and
ready for us, George
Duzik and his group are
already warming up the
brats grill, HyVee
promises to provide an-
other great prime rib
dinner, and the Carme-

members we serve. In
that capacity, | thank you
for all the assistance,
prayers and support that
you provide to our semi-
narians and me.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Brad

Eesaned ?-w“v&mu L

Blessed Junipero Serra

lites will surely come
through once again with
a most beautiful day for
golf. And, wait til you see
this year's cap giveaway.

As they say in the casino
commercial, GET EX-

Jack Berg







